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The ultrawealthy families of Chouteau Forest may look down on a woman like death investigator

Angela Richman, but they also rely on her. When a horrific car crash kills a Forest teenager, Angela

is among the first on the scene. Her investigation is hardly underway, however, when she suffers a

series of crippling strokes. Misdiagnosed by the resident neurologist, Dr. Gravois, and mended by

gauche yet brilliant neurosurgeon Dr. Jeb Travis Tritt, Angela faces a harrowing recovery.Itâ€™s a

drug-addled, hallucinating Angela who learns that Dr. Gravois has been murderedâ€¦and the chief

suspect is the surgeon who saved her life. Angela doesnâ€™t believe it, but can she trust her

instincts? Her brain trauma brings doubts that sheâ€™ll ever recover her investigative skills. But

sheâ€™s determined to save Dr. Tritt from a death-row sentenceâ€”even if her progress is thwarted

at every turn by a powerful and insular community poised to protect its own.
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This book was personal for Elaine Viets. That became clear shortly after I started reading it. Having

read most of her other books, the grittiness, the despair, and the pain of the protagonist in "Brain



Storm" seemed out of place in a Viets novel. Yet, these elements also make it one of her best books

to-date.Angela Richman is a death investigator, a professional that meets the deceased at the crime

scene and documents everything meticulously, without making judgments or drawing conclusions.

Half-blinded by persistent, chronic migraines, Angela visits the scene of a deadly car crash caused

by a drag race between a BMW and a Ferrari. Both cars were driven by spoiled children of the elite

in a wealthy part of Missouri called "the Chouteau Forest." Angela also is a Forest resident, except

she resides there because her deceased parents spent their lives as servants to one of the elite

families. The victims of the crash, two 16 year old girls, one dead and one disfigured, are from that

same family.Forced by her awful headaches to go to the emergency room, Angela is sent home by

an arrogant neurologist, Dr. Gravois, another member of the Forest elite, who discounts the fact that

she is on hormone replacement therapy because he claims she is "too fit and too young" to be

having a stroke. So Angela goes home, falls asleep and wakes up from a coma 20 days later in the

ICU of Sisters of Sorrow Hospital. She learns she has had six strokes and only the talent of a

socially inept, outsider, doctor has saved her life. During Angela's long recovery, she has trouble

discerning reality from delusion, a problem that becomes dangerous when Dr. Gravois is murdered

and she must recover her investigative skills to solve his murder before it is too late.
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